
“Kayla Jimenez” 
 
Age Group: 15-29 
Area 5 of MRMIP (Southern California) 
MRMIP Plan Selections Options 
  Anthem Blue Cross: $365.00 
   Blue Shield HMO: $421.51  
   Kaiser Permanente: $232.64 
 
Kayla Jimenez had medical coverage 
through her parent’s insurance until she 
was 21 years old. Once her coverage ended, 
she had insurance through the college she 
attended. When she graduated college, she 
looked for coverage in the private insurance 
market. However, she was denied because 
she had been to her OBGYN 3 times in 12 
months for a non-pregnancy related 
condition. In order to continue receiving 
medical attention, she went to a free clinic. Now, she has coverage 
through MRMIP; however, she is concerned is about how 
expensive MRMIP premiums are.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Steven Richards” … 
 
Age Group: 55-59 
Area 5 of MRMIP (Southern California)  
MRMIP Plan Selections Options 
   Anthem Blue Cross: $1,030.00 
   Blue Shield HMO: $900.47 
   Kaiser Permanente: $481.18 

 
Steven Richards attempted to obtain coverage 
directly from private health insurance plans. 
However, he was denied coverage because he 
had “unexplained issues” that needed to be 
diagnosed before the health plans could 
determine his eligibility. He was unable to a
the necessary tests to determine his medical
condition; therefore, he decided to obtain 
coverage through MRMIP. Through his 

coverage from MRMIP, he has been able to have the required tests 
to determine his medical condition. He has not accessed other 
health services. If the tests determine he has a pre-existing issue, he 
will continue to get coverage through MRMIP. His only concern 
with the MRMIP is the annual ($75,000) and lifetime ($750,000) 
caps.  
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 “Kerri Gomez” 
Age Group: 45-49  
Area 3 of MRMIP (Central Coast of California) 
MRMIP Plan Selections Options 
  Anthem Blue Cross: $576.25 
  Blue Shield HMO: $1,093.06 
  Contra Costa Health Plan: $392.96 
  Kaiser Permanente: $402.20 

 
Kerri Gomez has Epilepsy.  She looked 
into other alternatives before applying for 
MRMIP, but was turned down as she was 
considered high-risk.  Since obtaining 
health insurance through MRMIP, she has 
had a surgery that her plan covered.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Alyssa Gill”  
Age Group: 40-44 
Area 3 of MRMIP (Central Coast of California) 
MRMIP Plan Selections Options 
  Anthem Blue Cross: $540.00 
  Blue Shield HMO: $1,001.83 
  Contra Costa Health Plan: $392.96 
  Kaiser Permanente: $366.08 

 
Alyssa Gill previously had medical coverage through Medi-Cal. 
Due to her high share of cost ($1,500/mo. for shots), she needed to 
find an alternative health insurance.  She was repeatedly denied 
insurance because of her Multiple Sclerosis (MS). She feels the 

MRMIP has been good for her and doesn’t 
know what she would have done without it. 
She can’t imagine going without her 

medically necessary shots.  She is happy 
that MRMIP is not overly bureaucratic.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Rachel Lee”  
 

Age Group: 40-44 
Area 5 of MRMIP (Southern California) 
MRMIP Plan Selections Options 
  Anthem Blue Cross: $615.00 
  Blue Shield HMO: $609.88 
  Kaiser Permanente: $332.18 

 
Rachel Lee previously had short term 
health insurance that was for emergency 
services only.  She attempted to obtain 
private, full coverage, insurance, but was 
denied because of prior prescription drug 
use.  She is appreciative that she has health 
insurance through the MRMIP. She feels 
very healthy and happy. However, she 
believes the premium is too expensive, 
especially because she has a family to care 
for and support.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

“Lisa Lopez” 
 

Age Group: 60-64  
Area 6 of MRMIP (Southern California) 
MRMIP Plan Selections Options 
  Anthem Blue Cross: $1,040.00 
  Blue Shield HMO: $1,523.87 
  Kaiser Permanente: $533.68 

 
Lisa Lopez had health insurance when 
she lived in Nevada, but since it was only 
available to Nevada residents, it ended 
when she moved here to California.  She 
attempted to purchase private insurance 
but was denied due to her pre-existing 
conditions of Breast Cancer and Systemic 
Lupus.  She feels very lucky to be 
enrolled in MRMIP, appreciates that she 
had a choice of health plans, and feels the 
program is very well administered and run.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

“Jane White”  
 

Age Group: 30-34 
Area 3 of MRMIP (Central Coast of California) 
MRMIP Plan Selections Options 
  Anthem Blue Cross: $437.50 
  Blue Shield HMO: $868.37 
  Contra Costa Health Plan: $341.13 
  Kaiser Permanente: $326.23 

 
Jane White lost her health insurance when she changed jobs and 
moved from New York to California.  She 
attempted to obtain private insurance, but 
was denied because she has Juvenile 
Rheumatoid Arthritis.  She feels that since 
obtaining health insurance through the 
MRMIP (though expensive), the medical 
attention and treatments she has been able 
to access have improved the quality of her 
life.  She would like to see more options 
made available, like including holistic doctors in the plan provider 
networks.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

“Michael Jones” … 
Age Group: 35-39 

Area 3 of MRMIP (Central Coast of California) 
MRMIP Plan Selections Options 

  Anthem Blue Cross: $481.25 
  Blue Shield HMO: $925.81 

  Contra Costa Health Plan: $341.13 
  Kaiser Permanente: $326.23 

 
Michael Jones had private insurance 

before it lapsed and he was unable to re-
enroll due to addiction psychiatric 
conditions.  Since receiving health 

insurance through the MRMIP, Michael 
has been provided with medications that 

have been very helpful to him.  He is 
working toward becoming substance 

abuse-free, and is glad that the MRMIP 
was able to help him with the very important issue of mental 

health. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

“Angela Simmons”  
 
Age Group: 15-29 
Area 5 of MRMIP (Southern California)  
MRMIP Plan Selections Options 
   Anthem Blue Cross: $365.00 
   Blue Shield HMO: $421.51 
   Kaiser Permanente: $232.64 
 
Angela Simmons has Costochrondritis, which 
is similar to arthritis. She was unable to o
health insurance after she graduated from 
college. She had to pay out of pocket for the 
medical services she needed. Her medical condition requires her 
take medication, which she purchased herself, but she was unable 
to seek medical services for other health issues she faced. She is 
happy with how the program is run because she has been able to
receive medical care and the medication she needed. Howeve
hopes that MRMIP will no longer have waiting lists.  
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“Paula Davis” … 
 

Age Group: 45-49  
Area 5 of MRMIP (Central California) 
MRMIP Plan Selections Options 
  Anthem Blue Cross: $652.50 
  Blue Shield HMO: $667.32 
  Kaiser Permanente: $363.93 
 
Paula Davis is a single parent, self employed so 
that she can be home with her child. When she 
changed jobs, she was unable to obtain other 
health insurance. She applied for coverage 
through various health plans, but was denied 
due to obesity. She doesn’t understand the 
denials since when she had employer sponsored 
insurance she was in great health (with recent 
clean mammogram, blood pressure, and 
cholesterol screens).  She was on the MRMIP 
wait list for 3 months. While on the wait list for MRMIP she paid 
providers herself for medical services she received.  She 
appreciates the MRMIP. She has received a physical since 
becoming a subscriber and is continuing to work on getting her 
BMI down so that she may obtain private insurance.  She would 
prefer private insurance as she is concerned about the MRMIP 
annual ($75,000) and lifetime ($750,000) caps if she were to ever 
need expensive/extensive medical services.  She considers that the 
premium for her and her child is high.          
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

“Paul Brown”… 
 

Age Group: 15-29  
Area 5 of MRMIP (Central California) 
Plan Selections Options 
  Anthem Blue Cross: $365.00 
  Blue Shield HMO: $527.10 
  Kaiser Permanente: $274.78 
 
 
Paul Brown was born with a tumor. As a child, he had Medi-Cal 
coverage but lost it when he turned 19. He has no current medical 
problems, but has been continuously denied private and county 
health insurance because of his birth related pre-existing condition.  

Paul was on the wait list for 4 months. During 
that time he needed surgery but could not 
afford it. Due to the wait for coverage, his 
opportunity for the surgery was lost. He is 
grateful for the MRMIP and has been able to 
start on a new treatment plan. He is very 
concerned that he is financially unable to 
move out on his own, marry and become 
independent.  
  

 
 


